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Thursday, August 23rd, 2012
Time Description Locatio

n 
10:00am-
12:00pm 

1) Natural Childbirth as Social and Environmental 
Justice facilitated by Beth Murch 

2) Environmental Justice Ontario Meeting 

RCH 
308
RCH 
205

12:00pm-1:00pm - LUNCH BREAK in RCH Foyer 
1:00pm-
3:00pm

1) Environmental Injustices in Ontario (panel 
discussion)

2) Frack Attack: Community Health vs. Corporate 
Profits facilitated by Toban Black 

RCH 
306
RCH 
204

3:15pm-
5:15pm

1) The Algonquins of Barriere Lake – Land Defense 
and the Struggle for Self-Determination 
facilitated by Kalin Stacey 

2) Making Your Home Plastic-Free! facilitated by 
Emily Slofstra

RCH 
308
RCH 
205

5:15pm-6:15pm – SNACK BREAK in RCH Foyer 
6:30-8:30 Cindilee Little Eagle teach-in/workshop (details to 

follow)
TBD

10:00am-12:00pm
 Natural Childbirth as Social and Environmental Justice with 

Beth Murch
RCH 308

Simply  put,  “peace  on  Earth  begins  with  birth”  –  how  we  treat  pregnant  people,  how 
expectant  families nurture  their pregnancies,  how we honour  the birth  process,  how we 
choose to welcome our babies all impacts how future generations treat the planet and each 
other. As a culture, we see so many depictions of birth on t.v. and in films as these horrible 
crises, that birth equals pain and fear, and that birth requires “active management” – an 
“Oh  Dear  Goddess!  Medicate  this  womyn  immediately  and  wrench  that  baby  out  with 
forceps!” approach to what is a natural process, therefore, we cling to birthing practices that 
are not only traumatizing to families and their babies, but also deeply problematic on an 
environmental level.  This isn’t to say that birth is never emergent or that there is never 
need for a well-trained professional, simply that we should treat healthy, low-risk births as 
what they are and not go to extremes. Why are pregnant people asked to relinquish their 
agencies when it  comes to their  healthcare?  Why do we believe that babies belong in 
heated cribs, swaddled in bleached fabrics, far from the warm, naked, loving breast of their 
parent?  Why do  we deny that  the  McDonaldization  of  birth  has negative  environmental 

http://www.ejkw.wordpress.com/


impact?  How can we return to birthing practices that restore agency to families, nurture 
newborns,  and allow the  earth  to  thrive  and  still  accommodate  individuals  who require 
assistance from hospitals and care providers?

 Environmental Justice Ontario Network Meeting 
RCH 205

(Details to follow)

12:00pm-1:00pm
 Lunch Break in RCH Foyer!

(Menu to be posted when confirmed)

1:00pm-3:00pm
 Environmental Injustices in Ontario Panel Discussion

RCH 306
(Details to follow)

 Frack Attack: Community Health vs.  Corporate Profits  with 
Toban Black 
RCH 204

This workshop is about local and regional threats from fracking, an extreme form of 'natural'  
gas extraction which companies would like to bring to the Grand River watershed.  The 
many  intense  impacts  from  shale  gas  fracking  include:  poisoned  drinking  water, 
earthquakes, skyrocketing methane greenhouse gas emissions, radon contamination, and 
massive  fresh  water  depletion.   There  are  shale  gas  deposits  under  all  of  Kitchener-
Waterloo, as well as the entire Grand River, and the rest of southwestern Ontario.  It's only a 
matter of time before companies try to expand the other fracking operations around the 
Great Lakes to this area.  How can we collaborate with others around the region to stop 
frack companies from bringing their devastation our way?  Ontario is on the brink of fracking 
battles which are well underway in many areas of the world.  While energy companies are 
trying to set up as many frack wells as they can, community-based resistance efforts have 
been arising to stop them.  This workshop is an attempt to spark proactive efforts to address 
these issues in our area.

3:15pm-5:15pm
 The  Algonquins  of  Barriere  Lake  –  Land  Defense  and  the 

Struggle for Self-Determination with Kalin Stacey
RCH 308

The Algonquins of Barriere Lake have a traditional relationship to the land and environment 
of their territory; through colonialism and environmental exploitation, their way of life has 
been  drastically  affected  by  'foreign'  intervention  by  Cdn/Que  governments  and 
corporations. In the late 80s and early 90s, there was an active movement to confront this 
destruction, and the ABL community was able to work with non-native supporters in this 
struggle. In the recent few years, again the community has been supported by solidarity 
activists  in  their  efforts  to  maintain  their  traditional  governance  systems  and  to  stop 
environmental exploitation. Some themes and topics we would like to raise include: 

 the 1991 Trilateral agreement and the resource co-management framework, 
and a history of the struggle to get the agreement signed; 
 the  government’s  interference  with  the  community’s  self-government  by 
imposing a band council system through enacting Section 74 of the Indian Act in 
2010; 
 and  the  impacts  on  the  community  and  the  land  as  this  imposed  and 
undemocratic  band  council  approves  mining  and  logging  activities  on  the 
territory



The workshop will include personal accounts from individuals from Barriere Lake, as well as 
video clips and discussion/question & answer. 

 Environmental Justice at Home with Emily Slofstra
RCH 205

Our  daily  actions  have  consequences,  so  join  Emily  in  learning  about  and  discussing 
solutions for reducing our impact on the planet and other people. From cutting out plastic 
from your life to eating local and organic, there are many things that can be done to ensure 
that you are minimizing harm to the environment, your personal health, and the health of 
those along the production lines of your daily needs. Emily will share DIY recipes to reduce 
toxins around your home, and provide a worksheet to determine what actions you might be 
able to take to work for environmental justice in your daily life.

5:15pm-6:15pm
 Snack Break in RCH Foyer!

(Menu to be posted when confirmed)

6:30pm-7:30pm
 Cindilee Little Eagle presentation/workshop

Room TBA
(Details to follow)

7:30pm-9:30pm
 Toxic Trespass Film Screening 

RCH 308
Synopses:  In  Toxic  Trespass,  intrepid  filmmaker  Barri  Cohen  launches  an 

investigation into the effects of the chemical soup around us. She starts with her 10-year-old 
daughter, whose blood carries carcinogens like benzene and the long-banned DDT. Then, 
Cohen heads out to Windsor and Sarnia: Canadian toxic hotspots, with startling clusters of 
deadly diseases.

Here,  everyone  seems  to  know children  who  have  suffered  respiratory  illnesses, 
leukemia, brain tumours and other illnesses. And on the Native reserve of Aamjiwnaang, 
ringed by Sarnia's  "chemical  valley," the film reveals a startling birth rate problem that 
officials  just  can't  ignore.  Cohen  journeys  into  toxic  nightmares  all  too  common  in 
industrialized countries. She meets passionate activists working for positive change, along 
with doctors and scientists who see evidence of links between environmental pollution and 
health problems. And she learns how quickly barriers can go up when anyone tries to even 
ask questions about the connection betweeen toxins and serious health problems.

Perhaps most appalling - and funny, in their own twisted way - are the roadblocks 
Cohen encounters when she tries to get information from federal officials. One tells her his 
department is "planning to discuss the plans."

This moving documentary is empowering and leavened with wry humour. Carried by 
Cohen's passion for truth and her disarming openness, it is essential viewing for anyone 
concerned about  the effects of  pollutants  on our -  and our  children's  -  very DNA. Toxic 
Trespass  is  accompanied  by  a  comprehensive  guidebook  for  educators,  activists  and 
concerned citizens, produced by the Women's Healthy Environment Network.

Friday, August 24th, 2012
Time Description Location 
8:00am-
10:00am

Action at a Local Polluter! TBD

10am-
12:00pm

1) Tangled Roots: Expanding the boundaries of 
environmental justice facilitated by Matt Soltys 

2) Community Gardens for Safe and Accessible 

RCH 
306
RCH 



Food panel discussion and discussion café 
facilitated by KW Urban Harvester

308

12:00pm-1:00pm - LUNCH BREAK in RCH Foyer 
1:15pm-
3:15pm

1) Line 9/Tar Sands Panel  panel discussion 
moderated by Paisley Cozzarin

2) What is Solidarity- Finding your own struggle 
facilitated by Megan Kinch 

RCH 
306
RCH 
204

3:30-5:30 Communicating Environmental Justice a panel 
presented by Alternatives Magazine

RCH 
306

5:30-7:30 Indian Givers/Toxic Trespass Screening/Discussion co-
facilitated by Ron Plain and Sarah Wiebe 

RCH 
308

8:00-late Final Swarm! 
Snack, performances, slam poetry, open mic, teach-
ins. 

Env 
Crtyd. 

8:00am-10:00am
 Action at a Local Polluter!

Location TBA
(Details to follow)

10:00am-12:00pm
 Tangled Roots: Expanding the Boundaries of EJ with Matt 

Soltys 
RCH 306

This workshop will examine several intersections important to today’s environmental justice 
movement, particularly the ways climate change intersects with migration, militarism, and 
mental  health,  and  that  of  our  role  in  ending  Canada’s  ongoing  legacy  of  colonialism. 
Focusing on regional case studies, this workshop is geared towards putting this into practice 
here  and  now.  The  facilitator  will  draw  from his  newly  published  book,  Tangled  Roots: 
Dialogues exploring ecological justice, healing, and decolonization, a collection of interviews 
with environmental justice activists, professors, authors, historians, political prisoners, and 
Indigenous warriors. 

 Community Gardens for Safe and Accessible Food discussion 
café 
RCH 308

Increasingly, we are hearing how food is essential to our health, but at the same time it 
brings significant environmental  concerns in how it is grown, processed, and distributed. 
How would you envision best creating better opportunities for access to healthy food that 
also reduces our impact on the environment? What role can community  gardens and/or 
other food initiatives play in this? The discussion will be 2 hours long, the first half hour will  
be a chance for each panelist to describe their involvement in growing healthy food for the 
community,  and  the  next  1.5  hours  will  be  a  discussion  café  facilitated  by  KW  Urban 
Harvester, Alisa McClurg.

12:00pm-1:00pm
 Lunch Break in RCH Foyer!

(Menu to be posted when confirmed)

1:15pm-3:15pm
 Tar Sands/Line 9 Panel



(details to follow)

 What is  Solidarity? Finding your own Struggle  with Megan 
Kinch
RCH 204

In this workshop, we will look at the concept of solidarity and how it differs from simple 
alliances.  We'll do practical exercises on how to use your own positionality and struggles to 
act in solidarity with other people who are oppressed. We'll also look at what we can learn 
from anti-oppression frameworks as we try to  link up solidarity  struggles  and avoid the 
pitfalls  of  charity,  NGOism  and  reformism.  We'll  also  look  at  solidarity  in  the  labour 
movement and in occupy, and common solidarity 'fails' you should watch out for.  This is 
participatory workshop which will be tailored to the needs of attendees. This workshop is 
based on the principles of environmental justice in the spirit of Gangulu elder Lila Watson's 
quote (which she says should not be attributed simple to her but out of the a collective 
process of a Queensland aboriginal activist group in the 1970s) "If you have come here to 
help, then you are wasting your time...But if you have come here because your liberation is 
bound up with mine, then let us work together." Recommended reading: Peter Gelderloos 
“Lines in the Sand” http://theanarchistlibrary.org/library/peter-gelderloos-lines-in-sand

3:30pm-5:30pm
 Communicating  Environmental  Justice  with  Alternatives 

Magazine 
RCH 306

This  panel  will  explore  the  unique  features  and  challenges  of  communicating  about 
environmental  justice  issues,  through  media  coverage,  public  education,  and  grassroots 
campaigns.  Attendees  will  leave  with  tips  and  tools  for  getting  their  messages  across 
effectively and responsibly.
Panelists: Ron Plain, Victor Reyes, Matt Soltys and ? moderated by Emily Slofstra 

5:30pm-7:30pm
 Indian Givers Films Screening and Discussion 

RCH 308
“Indian  Givers”  (2012)  is  a  mixed-art  documentary  film,  produced  by  the 
Sarnia/Aamjiwnaang-based Kiijig Collective, made collaboratively by and for Native and non-
Native youth, shot and edited by Ian Alexander of Rocketship Productions and SCITS student 
Sadie Mallon. This 60-minute film invites the audience on a journey with the characters by 
stepping into their lives as they reveal the survival of their spiritual  identities in today’s 
world. After this screening, Ron Plain, Sarah Weibe and the Kiijig Collective will facilitate a 
discussion and also show clips from Toxic Trespass that deal specifically with EJ issues in 
Sarnia. 

http://theanarchistlibrary.org/library/peter-gelderloos-lines-in-sand



