
Updated Convergence 
Schedule

Swarming for Change and 
Environmental Justice

Thursday August 23rd and Friday August 22nd

Ron Coutts Hall (RCH) Building, University of Waterloo
On 6 Nations of the Grand River Territory

Presented by WPIRG 

THURSDAY
Time Description Location 
10:00am-
12:00pm 

1)Natural Childbirth as Social and Environmental 
Justice facilitated by Beth Murch 

2)The Algonquins of Barriere Lake – Land Defense 
and the Struggle for Self-Determination 
facilitated by Kalin Stacey 

RCH 
308

RCH 
306

12:00pm-1:00pm - SNACK BREAK in RCH Foyer 
1:00pm-
3:00pm

3)Environmental Injustice in Ontario: Mega 
Industrial Projects and Resistance facilitated by 
Luke Stewart 

RCH 
306

3:15pm-
5:15pm

4)Environmental Justice Ontario Meeting 

5)Making Your Home Plastic-Free! facilitated by 
Emily Slofstra

RCH 
204

RCH 
205

5:15pm-6:15pm – DINNER BREAK in RCH Foyer 
6:30-8:30 6)Water Ceremony & Sharing Traditional 

Indigenous Knowledge Cindilee Little Eagle 

TBD

1) Natural Childbirth as Social and Environmental 
Justice

Workshop  Description: Simply  put,  “peace  on  Earth  begins  with 
birth” – how we treat pregnant people, how expectant families nurture 
their pregnancies, how we honour the birth process, how we choose to 
welcome our babies all impacts how future generations treat the planet 
and each other. As a culture, we see so many depictions of birth on t.v. 
and in films as these horrible crises, that birth equals pain and fear, and 
that  birth  requires  “active  management”  –  an  “Oh  Dear  Goddess! 



Medicate  this  womyn  immediately  and  wrench  that  baby  out  with 
forceps!” approach to what is a natural process, therefore, we cling to 
birthing  practices  that  are  not  only  traumatizing  to  families  and  their 
babies, but also deeply problematic on an environmental level.  This isn’t 
to say that birth is never emergent or that there is never need for a well-
trained professional, simply that we should treat healthy, low-risk births 
as what they are and not go to extremes. Why are pregnant people asked 
to relinquish their agencies when it comes to their healthcare?  Why do 
we  believe  that  babies  belong  in  heated  cribs,  swaddled  in  bleached 
fabrics, far from the warm, naked, loving breast of their parent? Why do 
we deny that the McDonaldization of  birth has negative environmental 
impact?  How can we return to birthing practices that restore agency to 
families,  nurture  newborns,  and  allow  the  earth  to  thrive  and  still 
accommodate individuals who require assistance from hospitals and care 
providers?

Facilitator(s)  Bio: Beth  Murch  is  a  tree-hugging,  crunchy-granola 
freak show and social justice activist who works as a full-spectrum doula 
and independent placenta service provider. She has a special passion for 
helping survivors of sexual assault and birth traumas have empowering 
and satisfying experiences during  pregnancy,  birth,  and breastfeeding. 
Beth is the co-founder and co-director of  the Kitchener-Waterloo Doula 
Collective,  teaches  doula  training  classes  at  The  Nesting  Instinct,  and 
volunteers for the Sexual Assault Support Centre of Waterloo Region in 
several  capacities.  When  she  is  not  chanting  down  Babylon,  dancing 
naked  in  the  rain  or  calling  little  Buddhas  forth  from the  womb,  this 
wicked poetess can be found creating and disturbing peace through her 
literary craft which draws upon themes of sexuality, nature, spirituality, 
and  Feminism.  Beth’s  annual  performances  at  Cliterature  have  been 
known  to  bring  down  the  house,  and  recently,  her  humourous 
instructional  workshop Get  The Clit  101 was transformed into  the film 
Cherry On Top by Femme Fatale Creations. Beth has been published in 
Bearing Witness: Childbirth Stories Told By Doulas, Zeugma!, Firebrand, 
Breadcrumb Scabs and Proud Magazine. She will  be taking her spoken 
word art to Saskatoon this fall  to represent Kitchener at the Canadian 
Festival of Spoken Word 2012.¬ Beth’s life-long goal is to study midwifery 
and to become a wizened-old lady who lives at the edge of the woods; 
catching  babies,  healing  with  mysterious  herbs,  wearing  feathers  and 
bones in her dreadlocks and reading palms and tea leaves. Beth can be 
reached  at  beth.murch@gmail.com   and 
http://www.freewebs.com/bethmurch

Time: 10am-12pm 
Location: RCH 308

2) The Algonquins of Barriere Lake – Land Defense 
and the Struggle for Self-Determination



Workshop Description: The Algonquins of Barriere Lake have a 
traditional relationship to the land and environment of their territory; 
through colonialism and environmental exploitation,  their way of life 
has  been  drastically  affected  by  'foreign'  intervention  by  Cdn/Que 
governments and corporations. In the late 80s and early 90s, there was 
an  active  movement  to  confront  this  destruction,  and  the  ABL 
community  was  able  to  work  with  non-native  supporters  in  this 
struggle.  In  the  recent  few  years,  again  the  community  has  been 
supported  by  solidarity  activists  in  their  efforts  to  maintain  their 
traditional governance systems and to stop environmental exploitation. 
Some themes and topics we would like to raise include: 

 the  1991  Trilateral  agreement  and  the  resource  co-
management framework, and a history of the struggle 
to get the agreement signed; 

 the  government’s  interference  with  the  community’s 
self-government  by  imposing  a  band  council  system 
through enacting Section 74 of the Indian Act in 2010; 

 and the impacts on the community and the land as this 
imposed  and  undemocratic  band  council  approves 
mining and logging activities on the territory as well as 
video clips and discussion/question & answer. 

Facilitator(s)  Bio: Kalin  Stacey  is  an  activist  from  currently 
based  in  Kitchener-Waterloo,  ON.  He  has  been  involved  in 
environmental  justice and indigenous solidarity organizing for  half  a 
decade, and participated in the Barriere Lake Solidarity network since 
2010.  He’s  also been involved with the experimental  Environmental 
Justice  Ontario  network  and  recently  co-founded  a  local  collective 
called  Grand  River  Indigenous  Solidarity,  whose  aim  is  to  provide 
material support for indigenous activists and front-line land defenders, 
as well as develop a practice of decolonization in settler communities.

 Time: 10am-12pm
Location: RCH 306

3) Environmental  Injustice  in  Ontario:  Mega 
Industrial Projects and Resistance
Description: Mega industrial projects are developing everywhere 

in Ontario. Many of these are built under the guise of “environmental 
sustainability”.  Whether  these  projects  are  for  alternative  energy 
sources  or  to  recycle  and  reuse  human  and  industrial  waste,  these 
projects  are  being  resisted  in  the  communities  they  are  appearing; 
usually in rural communities, villages, and small  towns. The following 
panel will discuss some of these projects in Southern Ontario and how 
communities  are  organizing  against  them  and  will  highlight,  among 
other things, the lack of consent and accommod-ation with Indigenous 
peoples, the secretive nature of the projects at the municipal council 
level, the lack of consultation with the impacted community, and the 



failure  of  other  forms  of  environmental  assessments  or  consultation 
processes. 

Panelists: Paisley Cozzarin, Toban Black, Angela Bischoff and Zach 
Ruiter facilitated by Luke Stewart.
Time: 1pm-3pm
Location: RCH 306

4) Environmental Justice Ontario Network Meeting 
Description: In the spring of 2012, environmental justice activists 

from  across  Ontario  came  together  to  start  conversations  about 
coordinating our projects, campaigns, and local initiatives to protect the 
earth, in an effort to strengthen informal networks and develop regional 
capacity.  The  network,  adopting  the  temporary  name  Environmental 
Justice Ontario, has met several times since then and been a hub for 
communication  about  land  protection  efforts  in  Dundalk  Ontario,  the 
Enbridge  Line  #9 reversal  battle,  and  other  issues.  At  Swarming  for 
Change and Environmental Justice, EJO organizers will come together to 
develop the network’s structure and usefulness as a coordination tool 
between different groups and individuals across Southern Ontario. The 
network currently has an open membership and anyone is welcome to 
attend and participate.

Time: 3:15pm-5:15pm
Location: RCH 204

5) Environmental  Justice  at  Home:  Making  your 
Home Plastic Free!

Factilitator(s)  Bio: Emily  Slofstra  is  a  recent  graduate  of 
Environmental Studies at WLU, and is now pleased to be splitting her time 
between Alternatives  Journal,  her  band The Tra  La Las  and her  urban 
homestead.  Emily  tries  to  live  as  plastic-free,  local  and  organic  as 
possible,  and  blogs  about  her  progress  at 
http://www.dukestdiggers.wordpress.com

Workshop Description: Our daily actions have consequences, so join 
Emily in learning about and discussing solutions for reducing our impact 
on the planet and other people. From cutting out plastic from your life to 
eating  local  and  organic,  there  are  many  things  that  can  be  done  to 
ensure that you are minimizing harm to the environment, your personal 
health, and the health of those along the production lines of your daily 
needs. Emily will share DIY recipes to reduce toxins around your home, 
and provide a worksheet to determine what actions you might be able to 
take to work for environmental justice in your daily life.

Time: 3:15-5:15 on Thursday the 23rd 
Location: RCH 205 

6) Water  Ceremony  and  Sharing  Traditional 
Indigenous Knowledge

http://www.dukestdiggers.wordpress.com/


Facilitator(s)  bio:  Cindilee  Little  Eagle  Ecker-Flagg  (Wolf  Clan, 
Anishinaabe) is the

owner and founder of Soaring Eagle Education Resources and Consulting. 
She is currently studying for a BA Sociology (completion Fall  2013) at 
Athabasca  University  and  is  a  graduate  (2006)  from  First  Nations 
Technical  Institute  with  an  Indigenous  Community  Health  Approaches 
Certificate  working with  First  Nations  Health  and Wellness.  She has 5 
children,  has  been  married  for  21  years,  and  is  a  Traditional  woman 
dancer. Little Grandmother Bundle Carrier conducts women’s ceremonies 
and  various  teachings  in  the  Niagara  Region,  Hamilton  and  Toronto 
Aboriginal Communities.

Workshop  description:  An  indigenous  perspective  about  the 
environment and the

importance  of  Traditional  Indigenous  Knowledge  in  working  for 
Environmental Justice. Cindilee Little Eagle will share a water ceremony, 
and explain the importance of taking care of the water and the earth- she 
will speak about how we can each connect to the earth and the water in 
our own ways. Through this connection we learn about the imbalance of 
the earth and water, and how this connects back to our relationship with 
the environment. 

Location:  meet in  RCH main hall  @ 6:30,  workshop will  take 
place outside if weather  permits

FRIDAY
Time Description Location 
8:00am-
10:00am

7) Action at a local polluter! TBD

10:00am-11:00am – SNACK, regroup in RCH Foyer 
11:00am-
1:00pm

8) Tangled Roots: Expanding the Boundaries 
of Environmental Justice with Matt Soltys 

9) Community Gardens for Safe and 
Accessible Food panel discussion and 
discussion café facilitated by KW Urban 
Harvester

RCH 
306

RCH 
308

1:15pm-
3:15pm

10) Tar Sands Healing Walk and Line 9 
Discussion with Vanessa Gray

11) What is Solidarity- Finding your own 
struggle facilitated by Megan Kinch 

RCH 
306

RCH 
204

3:30-5:30 12) Communicating Environmental Justice a 
panel presented by Alternatives Magazine

RCH 
306



5:30-7:30 13) Indian Givers/Toxic Trespass 
Screening/Discussion co-facilitated by Ron 
Plain and Sarah Wiebe 

RCH 
308

8:00-late 14) The Final Swarm! Dinner, performances, 
slam poetry, open mic, teach-ins. 
Featuring the Flying V’s!

Env 
Crtyd. 

7)Action at a local polluter!
8)Tangled  Roots:  Expanding  the  boundaries  of 

environmental justice
Description: This workshop will  examine several intersections 

important to today’s environmental justice movement, particularly the 
ways climate change intersects with migration, militarism, and mental 
health,  and  that  of  our  role  in  ending  Canada’s  ongoing  legacy  of 
Tangled  Roots:  Expanding  the  boundaries  of  environmental  justice 
facilitated  by  Matt  Soltys  colonialism.  Focusing  on  regional  case 
studies, this workshop is geared towards putting this into practice here 
and  now.  The  facilitator  will  draw  from  his  newly  published  book, 
Tangled  Roots:  Dialogues  exploring  ecological  justice,  healing,  and 
decolonization,  a  collection  of  interviews  with  environmental  justice 
activists,  professors,  authors,  historians,  political  prisoners,  and 
Indigenous warriors. 

Facilitator(s) Bio:  Matt Soltys lives in Guelph and has worked 
on social justice and environmental issues for the past 10 years. He is 
co-founder of the food security organization The Appleseed Collective, 
the Guelph chapter of the Indigenous Peoples Solidarity Movement, the 
Guelph Free School, and LIMITS - Land Is More Important Than Sprawl. 
He has hosted dozens of workshops on edible & medicinal plants, and 
decolonization for non-Natives. From 2005 to 2010 he hosted Healing 
the Earth Radio, and this summer he has published a book of the most 
powerful  interviews from the show,  called Tangled Roots:  Dialogues 
exploring ecological justice, healing, and decolonization. These days he 
writes for the Guelph Mercury’s Community Editorial  Board and is a 
stay-at-home dad.

Time: 11-1pm 
Location: RCH 306

9)Community Gardens for Safe and Accessible Food 
Description: Increasingly, we are hearing how food is essential to 

our  health,  but  at  the  same  time  it  brings  significant  environmental 
concerns in how it is grown, processed, and distributed. How would you 
envision best creating better opportunities for access to healthy food that 
also reduces our impact on the environment? What role can community 
gardens and/or other food initiatives play in this? The discussion will be 2 
hours  long,  the  first  half  hour  will  be  a  chance  for  each  panelist  to 



describe their involvement in growing healthy food for the community, 
and the next 1.5 hours will be a discussion café facilitated by KW Urban 
Harvester.

Facilitator(s) bio:  Alisa McClurg is the Coordinator for KW Urban 
Harvester (KWUH).  Our aim is  to transform urban green spaces in  the 
Kitchener/Waterloo Ontario area into anything sustainably edible. Alisa is 
a committed environmental  planner and passionate community activist 
whose  wide-ranging  interests  include  sustainable  food  systems,  global 
climate change, and promoting the commons. Aware of, but not deterred 
by the challenges of bringing about real change, she is constantly seeking 
and  applying  new  ideas  and  perspectives  gained  from  her  various 
pursuits.  Some  of  the  other  groups  that  she  is  involved  with  include 
TransitionKW,  the  local  initiative  for  the  global  “Transition  Town” 
movement, the Upstart Collaboratory for Collaborative Culture Designing, 
and the Waterloo Citizens Environmental Advisory Committee.

Panelists: Brianne McCallum, Steven Svenson, Meg Harod 
Time: 11:00am-1:00pm
Location: RCH 308

10) Tar  Sands  in  Ontario:  Healing  Walk  &  Line  9 
Discussion
Workshop  Description: Vanessa  Gray  will  be  sharing  her 

experience  attending  the  Tar  Sands  Healing  Walk  in  Alberta,  and the 
similarities that she observed between Fort McMurray and Sarnia. She will 
be  discussing  the  relation  between  these  two  areas  and  the  Line  9 
project.  A discussion will  follow to outline the next steps in mobilizing 
communities and activists into resisting the Line 9 pipeline project.

Facilitator(s) bio:  Vanessa Gray is from Aamjiwnaang first nations 
reserve in Sarnia

Ontario.  She  is20  and  currently  attending  the  Culinary  Management- 
Apprentice course at Fanshawe College in London Ontario. She is also the 
founder and Co-leader for Aamjiwnaang Green Teens on the reserve. Two 
years ago she started working with Professor Dayna Scott and was asked 
to work with the youth. She started having meetings with the youth and 
started to work on a project called Photovoice. Youth showed their world 
of living in what everyone famously calls it 'Chemical Valley'. Since then 
she moved to London and her younger sister,  Lindsay Gray (17 years 
old), who has taken over and has done projects such as tree planting, 
garbage clean ups and environmental awareness days.

Time: 1:15-3:15
Location: RCH 306

11) What is Solidarity? Finding your OWN Struggle 
Description: In  this  workshop,  we  will  look  at  the  concept  of 

solidarity  and  how  it  differs  from simple  alliances.   We'll  do  practical 
exercises on how to use your own positionality and struggles to act in 
solidarity with other people who are oppressed. We'll also look at what we 



can learn from anti-oppression frameworks as we try to link up solidarity 
struggles and avoid the pitfalls of charity, NGOism and reformism. We'll 
also  look  at  solidarity  in  the  labour  movement  and  in  occupy,  and 
common solidarity 'fails' you should watch out for.  This is participatory 
workshop which will be tailored to the needs of attendees. This workshop 
is based on the principles of environmental justice in the spirit of Gangulu 
elder Lila Watson's quote (which she says should not be attributed simple 
to  her  but  out  of  the  a  collective  process  of  a  Queensland  aboriginal 
activist group in the 1970s) "If you have come here to help, then you are 
wasting your time...But if you have come here because your liberation is 
bound up with mine, then let us work together." Recommended reading: 
Peter  Gelderloos  “Lines  in  the  Sand” 
http://theanarchistlibrary.org/library/peter-gelderloos-lines-in-sand

Facilitator(s) Bio:  Megan Kinch is a class struggle and solidarity 
activist  based  in  Toronto.  A  founding  member  of  the  Mining  Injustice 
Solidarity Network, she now focuses on alternative and peoples media as 
a a way to help build and link together social movements.

Time: 1:15-3:15
Location: RCH 204

12)Communicating  Environmental  Justice  – 
Alternatives Magazine

Panel  Description: This  panel  will  explore  the  unique  features 
and  challenges  of  communicating  about  environmental  justice  issues, 
through  media  coverage,  public  education,  and grassroots  campaigns. 
Attendees will leave with tips and tools for getting their messages across 
effectively and responsibly.

Panelists: 
 Ron Plain is an Environmental Policy Analyst at the Southern 

First Nations Secretariat, a member of the Aamjiwnaang First 
Nation,  and  has  been  actively  involved  in  numerous 
environmental  justice  communities  affecting  indigenous 
communities, including partnering with Ecojustice to take on 
the Ontario Ministry of the Environment over the cumulative 
effects of pollution coming out of Sarnia's Chemical Valley.

 Matt  Soltys is  a  journalist,  naturalist,  and  activist  who has 
been at the frontlines of many community struggles. He co-
founded  the  food  security  organization  The  Appleseed 
Collective,  the  Guelph  chapter  of  the  Indigenous  Peoples 
Solidarity  Movement,  the Guelph Free School,  and LIMITS - 
Land  Is  More  Important  Than  Sprawl.  He  was  awarded 
Environment Canada’s Cambio Scholarship for his Healing the 
Earth radio show, interviews from which can now be found in 
his  book  Tangled  Roots:  Dialogues  exploring  ecological 
justice, healing and decolonization.

http://theanarchistlibrary.org/library/peter-gelderloos-lines-in-sand


 Victor  Reyes is  the  Program  Manager  of  the  Sustainability 
Network. He has recently taken the lead of the organization’s 
Environment and Diversity Project after more than three years 
of working with seasoned environmentalists and First Nations 
as  part  of  the  Boreal  Learning  Network.  Victor  previously 
worked for the Canadian Land Trust Alliance and the Ontario 
Land Trust Alliance. He has a Master of Engineering Science 
degree  from  the  University  of  Melbourne  in  Australia,  and 
while  living  down  under,  he  taught  school  kids  at  the 
Melbourne  Aquarium  and  volunteered  for  the  Victorian 
Cetacean  Stranding  Network,  rescuing  beached  marine 
mammals. He also worked as Project Manager for the WWF in 
the  Philippines,  and  had  the  challenging  task  of  balancing 
socio-economic issues in a developing country with the need 
to protect and preserve its marine resources.

Facilitated by  Alternatives  Journal’s  Associate  Web  Editor,  Emily 
Slofstra

Time: 3:30-5:30pm 
Location: RCH 306

13) Indian  Givers  /  Toxic  Trespass  Screening  and 
Discussion
Description:  “Indian Givers” (2012) is a mixed-art documentary film, 

produced  by  the  Sarnia/Aamjiwnaang-based  Kiijig  Collective,  made 
collaboratively by and for Native and non-Native youth, shot and edited by 
Ian Alexander of  Rocketship Productions  and SCITS student  Sadie Mallon. 
This 60-minute film invites the audience on a journey with the characters by 
stepping into their lives as they reveal the survival of their spiritual identities 
in today’s world. The film screening will occur before a discussion facilitated 
by the following individuals:
Facilitator(s): 

 Originally from Canada’s West Coast,  Sarah Marie Wiebe migrated 
to Ontario’s West Coast, where she lives and studies the impact of 
pollution on citizens residing next to a region known as Chemical 
Valley. She is a PhD Candidate in the Department of Political Studies 
at  the  University  of  Ottawa.  The  ethnographic  nature  of  her 
research motivates her dissertation, "Anatomy of Place: Ecological 
Citizenship  in  Canada's  Chemical  Valley",  which  examines  the 
experiences  and  resistances  of  a  First  Nations  Anishinaabek 
community encircled by chemical production. She has published on 
biopolitics  and  Canadian  public  policy.  She  provides  advice  and 
support to the Aaamjiwnaang Green Teens and Kiijig Collective who 
use creative voices to express concern about the impact of pollution 
on their community. This led to her role as "Executive Producer" of 
the youth-focused documentary film "Indian Givers" in collaboration 
with Ian Alexander of Rocketship Productions, Sadie Mallon and the 



Kiijig  Collective.  When not  interviewing,  reading  or  writing  about 
environmental and reproductive justice issues, Sarah spends time at 
the many beaches of Lambton Shores and takes advantage of the 
local surf.

 Kiijig Collective   is a group of native and non-native young people 
who share an interest in First Nations values and beliefs. The Kiijig 
Collective collaborates with the Aamjiwnaang Green Teens, a youth 
environmental  group,  that  uses  creative  voices  to  express  youth 
concerns about the environment. The Kiijig Collective looks for the 
assistance of all youth who want to participate. Thus far we have 
different youth taking active roles and many who are interested and 
wish  to  get  involved.  We  seek  to  create  an  educational  and 
engaging  documentary  that  addresses  stereotypes,  raises 
awareness and works with the curriculum. Two members of Kiijig 
Collective are also facilitating this film and discussion:

o Jacob  Rogers is  a  senior  high  school  student  at  SCITS 
Secondary enrolled in the Specialist High Skills Major program 
in Film. Jake is a musician who also paints and is interested in 
multi-media pursuits as a future career. He is a member of the 
Aamjiwnaang  Green  Teens,  Young  People's  Council  Within 
Aamjiwnaang,  Founder  and  Lead  Organizer  of  the  Kiijig 
Collective.  He  recently  completed  co-op  at  the  Friendship 
Centre in  Sarnia where he learned a variety of  artistic  and 
traditional  teachings and practices.  Jake participated in  the 
First Nations Youth Gathering held at the University of Toronto 
on January 14 and 15 2012 which entailed a variety of artistic 
workshops. He is committed to sharing knowledge with young 
people  within  his  community  as  well  as  the  broader 
community  of  Sarnia  through  education  and  arts-based 
learning. He chairs and organizes Kiijig Collective meetings on 
a regular basis.

o Ian Alexander is the Artistic Director and Filmmaker for the 
Kiijig Collective. He is a Sarnia resident and graduate of the 
International  Academy of  Design  and Technology  -  Toronto 
Film School. He owns an independently run film & media art 
company called Rocketship Productions. His passion working 
with young people guides his experience providing a variety 
of  educational  youth-focused  videos.  For  example,  he  has 
worked  with  local  health  authorities  on  anti-smoking 
campaigns,  presented  videos  at  SCITStock  and  worked  on 
various music videos for local Sarnia musicians. He produces 
a stylish, local video blog online about happenings in Sarnia. 
He has worked for and done art installments, taught classes, 
put  on  shows  and  volunteered  for  Gallery  Lambton,  The 
Lawrence House Centre  for  the  Arts,  The Imperial  Theatre, 
First Friday Downtown Cultural Walkabout and Empty Spaces 



Music Festival. Furthermore, he has taught drama, performing 
arts,  film,  production  design  and  other  courses  for  young 
students  in  schools  across  the  district.  Moreover,  he  has 
produced,  directed,  written,  edited  and  released  countless 
videos for  musicians,  artists,  local  businesses,  corporations, 
events and schools across the country.

 Ron Plain (please see bio from previous panel) 
Time: 5:30-7:30pm 
Location: RCH 306

14) THE FINAL SWARM! 
Something that has emerged during the lead-up to this convergence is 
the desire to express through art what environmental justice means to 
us. This can be anything from chanelling painful emotions into a slam 
poetry piece, or educating through song about a specific EJ issue. From 
8pm onwards on Friday evening, we will be hosting a slam poetry event 
and  open  mic  in  the  Environment  Courtyard  (in  the  middle  of  the 
Environment 1 building). The Flying V’s, KW’s first Slam Poetry team (who 
are going to  Canadian Nationals,  by the way!)  will  open our  evening. 
After that, the venue will be open to those wanting to participate in an 
open mic. We urge performers to stick to anti-oppressive topics that are 
relatable to environmental justice. We will also be serving snacks and a 
light dinner at this event that will be vegan and vegetarian with gluten 
free options. Everyone is welcome! 


